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HINDI AS A SECOND LANGUAGE

Paper 0549/01
Reading and Writing

Key messages

In Exercises 1, 2 and 3, the emphasis is on reading skills. Spelling errors are tolerated provided that they do
not interfere with communicating the correct answer to the examiner. As long as the answer is clear,
candidates are not required to write in full sentences.

In Exercise 3, complete notes are expected though not necessarily in complete sentences.

In Exercises 5 and Exercise 6, marks are awarded not only for content but also for accuracy. Therefore, it is
vital that candidates carefully check their work for spelling and grammatical errors.

General comments

It was reassuring to see that most candidates followed the guidelines thoroughly, and most of them had
written their answers within the word limit. The majority of candidates appeared to be at ease with Exercises
1,2,5and 6.

Comments on specific questions

Section 1
Exercise 1 Questions 1-5

This exercise focuses on a text about a freedom fighter Amrit Kaur. The theme of the text highlighted her
contribution to the Indian National Movement. It underlined her work done in the field of education and
women'’s suffrage. The majority of candidates had no difficulties in answering Questions 1 to 6 except
Question 4. The maximum number of candidates were not able to answer this question correctly.
Candidates may have found this question challenging because the answer was not given directly in the text,
that is to say students were not able to find the correct answer directly from the text; rather, students were
expected to infer the correct answer from their understanding of the text as a whole.

Exercise 2 Question 7-15

Most of the candidates performed very well in this exercise. A few candidates made mistakes in choosing the
right answer for Question 8.

Exercise 3 Questions 16—19

The topic of this year’s text was the excessive use of plastic. This text described different problems related to
the environment and how it is destroying the sea. According to the new syllabus, candidates should write
notes under the given headings.

Question 16

The first heading required candidates to write two different points related to the benefits of using plastic. Most
of the candidates managed to write two correct points.
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Question 17

This question asked: “What is the possible negative impact of the use of plastic for sea animals?” Several
candidates managed to give two correct points.

Question 18

This question required candidates to give two points which highlighted the effects of excessive use of plastic
on humans. Some of the candidates were able to give two correct points.

Question 19

This question asked candidates to list two points related to ways of controlling our excessive use of plastic.
Most of the candidates correctly mentioned two points.

Exercise 4 Question 20

This year’s rubric asked candidates to write their summary based on four points: firstly, on the reasons for its
excessive use; secondly, on the negative impact on sea animals, thirdly, on the effects of humankind.
Fourthly, what kinds of methods can we apply to control the excessive use of plastic? Most candidates
managed to get good marks for language. However, those who were unable to include any relevant points in
their summary, were not awarded any marks for language.

Exercise 5 Question 21

Candidates were expected to write an email to their friend to plan a picnic. This exercise asked candidates to
include three specific points in their email: (1) highlighting the information of the picnic plan (2) inviting their
friends for this picnic (3) Expecting a confirmation as a reply. Most of the candidates managed to complete
this writing task well. The majority of the candidates included three points in their email and received full
marks for content and also received good marks for language.

Exercise 6

This year, the essay topic was framed in terms of two opposite viewpoints. However, while discussing to
what extent they agreed with each view, candidates were also expected to reflect on the two opposing views
on the given topic. The two opposing views were whether teenagers between the ages of 16—-18 years
should get voting rights presented in the question paper vis-a-vis, (1) | am not so mature that | can handle
voting rights; (2) that for my better future | should get voting rights. This exercise and manner of setting the
question have been done in accordance with the new syllabus which calls for not just giving a topic to
candidates to write on but, also giving them two opposite views related to the topic that they must also
consider while writing on the given theme. Several candidates gave some strong reasons in favour of these
two opposite views. Worthy answers not only highlighted these reasons but, also included valuable examples
in support of their views.

Writing in Hindi without making grammatical mistakes and spelling errors continues to be a central issue.
Spellings mistakes is an area of concern and should be addressed with some urgency. Improvement in this
would make a positive difference to candidates’ grades.
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HINDI AS A SECOND LANGUAGE

Paper 0549/02
Listening

Key messages

In order to do well in this examination, candidates should:
o Write their answers as clearly as possible so that the meaning can be understood.
o Take care to include all the relevant details in their answers to the questions in Exercise 3.

General comments

Overall, candidates performed quite well in this examination and the full range of ability was observed. Most
candidates attempted all the questions in the paper.

For this component, credit is given for communication of the correct information. Answers are not assessed

for accuracy of spelling and grammar. However, if language errors change the meaning or the meaning is
unclear, the answer cannot be given credit.

Comments on specific questions

Exercise 1 — Questions 1-6

The maijority of candidates performed reasonably well on this exercise. Questions 1-6 required short
answers, and most candidates fared well. There were variations in spelling of some words. Some of the
words are part of basic vocabulary and candidates are expected to be able to spell them correctly. Marks
were awarded if the misspelt word did not change the meaning, but not for answers such as, for example,
QMY & U3, AGTA HUS instead of LAelled HUS.

Question 1

This was mostly answered correctly. There were several variations for QTell ®Us. Some of them wrote QMEr

% U, ATGIT U and these were rejected.
Question 2

This was mostly answered correctly but required careful listening. The key word was GZ&I. Some variations
in spelling were accepted as correct answer, but not SR&T as it completely changed the meaning.

Question 3

Answers to this were mostly correct with many variations of spelling ggdiX. Some incorrect answers were

YehaR, HIHIR, and e

Question 4

Answers to this were mostly correct with many variations of spelling gI&.
Question 5
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As it required three key words TIHS AfeelT FITET. Many candidates missed out either 3feaT or F&TSY from

the answer. There was also a problem with spelling TIAE. This question proved to be very challenging for
some of the candidates.

Question 6

Most students answered correctly, however some candidates were unable to spell 3T correctly. All the
letters were written incorrectly and thus no mark could be awarded.

Question 7(a)—(h)

Question 7(a)—(h) Candidates were required to fill in the blank spaces with the appropriate word.
Candidates should refrain from altering the structure of given sentences in this exercise. They should focus
on finding words or phrases that grammatically fit into the blanks without altering the structure of the given
sentences. Writing too much often leads to mistakes because the answer fails to fit in grammatically.
Question 7(a), (b), (c)

Most candidates seem to have answered these parts correcitly.

Question 7(d)

Some candidates seemed confused about the answer. For example the answer should have been the
building and not the street name.

Question 7(e)

A good attempt was made on this question; however, some candidates were unable to gain the mark in this
part.

Question 7(f), (g)
Most candidates answered correctly with some spelling errors.
Question 7(h)

A few candidates answered correctly but many wrote incorrect answers. Instead of writing TRUR@® they

wrote HIXTS A1eT and lost the mark.
Questions 8-15

Candidates needed to replace the incorrect information with the correct information provided in the spoken
text. Most candidates managed to score marks for Questions 8, 9, 10, 12, 13, and 14, but struggled with

Questions 11, mainly for not using the correct word, Ridrsieien, f=idar @ faww, fiar ¢t arerr and 15 for not
answering T, TG, THEAT ofd.

Questions 16-23

Questions 16—23 were multiple choice questions. Most candidates fared well in selecting the correct option
except for Question 16 and 24. A few numbers of candidates seemed to guess and ticked random boxes or
ticked more than one box.

Summary

The questions were not unusually challenging, but required careful listening and identifying the context.
Candidates should listen to the recording very carefully and develop techniques and strategies to enable
them to identify and select appropriate detail for their answers. There is a need to work on increasing Hindi
vocabulary to access some questions and also to focus on sounds and letters, paying particular attention to
similar sounding letters. Teacher should also perform dictation regularly in class. Candidates should gain as
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much practice as possible at listening exercises in class, and attempt past papers under timed conditions.
This would certainly help to raise the overall standard.
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HINDI AS A SECOND LANGUAGE

Paper 0549/03
Speaking

qET "
FEYOT gt A qQeTiE f g Ave d o A R o ied F A & ' A
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& i el & ot R 3R 308 9 aa & fav meaea fran segie fva-ardian, g
aATcTeTd 3 GEIROT & Teal H Teh @ Ueel &gl QeI | WA dldielnd I Sledr AR warsnfas
ST 3@ 3R e fauRydes GaR fhe| fafdes el & odem &1 @uiRd geg-der &1 qf @E 4@
qrereT STEl g3 |l qqenfI B Il AT FAMOT A FT FHA I & & AT Tl FAA
THY AT AT &

fafree gt w fecqoft faflse geat av fequft

T 1: fawT wegfa

oo odenfiat & geqfa sy Y, 3 fawa avg @ fodle gufea &9 @ frar 3k fawr wefa
e ST &l Shdd T s § @ Y& haT| Setehl T favg-geaiad f§gai & faear w
3T 3R Fufed | fawwr fAfay 3R dae F| 36T 8T AUROI; STTROT FEAT IR Aserael
e ol Y arrat & 9T e T eTHaT A qleTd vefia #X 9ie| $o alemdt 3ve faERt w
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T 2: fawy araterT

LT & 3T AT FT 3237 WeTdf & IR v vy & /ear &1 §1 5T ggo 8197 & H29
geRgfiea w81 afess gliamef & fRwe-are & geldr 3o 3 faear 3nfdd 81 58 30 &1 gfd &
foaw fawr & waftrd weal & qd dady smaeas g W:wmﬁqﬂaﬂﬁﬁﬁac—&ﬁa@m
Ao FEfRid &I 3 3eak ool R Rarget &1 wue der @ v f Ser v B AEaR &
& foT q& 77 yeell & Ieok ot F et el Dewar wefia X ad| Fo el geT q FHe ae
% PRUT 3THA 3ccR ol T YT Tgal & IR fhU 3ccR & W} I

19T 3: AT aTdTeTd

HHTE STy & et faffiest el & TR agelm et 3| araashat 7 feiRa gt & et & fore 3@

3MAfeTeT TR & 3fefehel TReT Y8 ST TRV | & dhal & TETTAT & UReT I8t Y ST9Tg Sofeh] gﬁgw%wwaﬁaﬁ
o ToIT ohgT araT| IRUTH T6T $H 79T H TER AT i ST97g TG FEJAROT hl GeRrgiedt &1 715 | TraTent
1 =TT foh & qQamreit & 31 arery QX o &Y | qQaniAT @ 39fEd § o 3 odiers @ arfres Hegrrdr & foar 3raa
3cel &, 9 SHHT GATST &  UTele] w761 fehaT IrT|
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HINDI AS A SECOND LANGUAGE

Paper 0549/03
Speaking

Key messages

The performance of candidates in the Speaking test varied from excellent to average and a few below
average.

In order to do well, candidates need to prepare for all three parts of the test, use a wide range of topic
related, precise vocabulary and grammatically correct structures.

They should listen to the questions carefully and respond appropriately by providing ideas and opinions to
support their answers rather than relying on memorised notes.

They should use a variety of complex sentences in different tenses.

General comments

There is noticeable disparity between standards of Speaking test between different centres. In the centres
where the structure of the Speaking test was followed, the examiners introduced the candidates, explained
all three parts of the Speaking test and put candidates at ease in the beginning of test. They ensured that
questions in Topic conversation were not repeated from the content of Presentation and part three. The
General conversation was interactive, spontaneous and questions were well structured. The timings of test in
different centres were also variable. It is important to give all candidates equal time to give them a fair
opportunity to show their ability in the Speaking test.

Comments on specific questions

Part 1: Presentation

Candidates who did well, were able to make a well organised presentation by providing wide coverage to
their chosen topic. There was a good selection of topics which sustained interest. They used a wide range of
vocabulary and sentence structures generally accurately. Very few candidates showed the ability to use
complex sentence structures. Some candidates used some English vocabulary to express ideas.

Part 2: Topic Conversation

Generally, candidates performed well. Their responses were natural and spontaneous. The quality of
questions was variable. Candidates did well when questions were structured to develop the topic further
rather than repeating the contents of the Presentation. Some candidates had difficulty in understanding the
questions and responded from their memorised notes rather than answering the question asked.

Part 3: General Conversation

The standards of general conversation varied widely between centres. It is important to follow the syllabus
requirement and formulate questions appropriate to the demand of the syllabus. Some candidates were told
to talk about a topic rather than being asked questions about the topic. This led to another presentation
instead of conducting an interactive conversation. Examiners should avoid completing the candidates’
incomplete sentences and concluding for them.
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